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Bird Surveys along the Santa Clara River and its Tributaries
near Valencia, California, 1994

rreparea ry: Lcaniel n. Luthrie
oM. neck Science (enter
925 N, iills Ave
Claremont Ca. 91711
(509) 621-B0ULU x 2836

Kature and Scope of Surveys

furing the spring ana early summer of 1994 surveys were conducted of a
section of the Santa Clara River ana its tributaries in the vicinity of Valencia,
California to determine presence or absence cf least Eell's vireo anc other
Srecies of Concern. liumbers of all species okserved were noted, and special
attention was placed on locating species consiored rare and endangered.

Lach survey was conducted on foot by observers well acyuainted with koth
visual and auditory patterns of southern California birds. All surveys occurred
etween ¢ and 10 a.m. After initial surveys, which found no vireos, calls ot
least Bell's vireo were played auring a subsequent census to elicit response from
territorial males. Gturvey routes were cesigned to cover all areas ©of each
secticn of the river, with enphasis placed on wetter habitats where least Eell's
vireos and other sensitive riparian species are most likely to occur. Fersonnel
tor all surveys were Laniel A, Guthrie, Richara F. Clements, and Judith A.
Sugaen.

To tacilitate surveys, the area was Giviced into eight sections (figure 1).
Lelineaticn of the eight areas and comments on each follow. Surveys cf the
normally ary sections of the river system (Areas 3 — 8) where least Eell's vireos
have not keen cbservec curing the past &5 years were conducted twice during the
nesting season. The second survey was celayea until June to ensure that late
arriving species such as yellow-pilled cuckoo ana willow flycatcher woulé not be
nissea. Surveys of tne two secticns of the Santa Clara kiver (Areas 1 and z)
where least tell's virecs nave keen Cbservea auring tne last 5 years were
conGucted accoraing to the protocol outlined by the Fish ana Wildlife Service
(fppencix 1), except tnat surveys were not conaucted during July. Adcitional
visits were conauctea to areas where least Bell's vireos were observea to
aetermine continuec presence.

Habitat Condition and Bird Observations.

In general, 1954 was a very gcoa year for riparian habitat alcng the Santa
Clara River., Floocing in 1993 removed much of the dead vegetation rrom the
ecarlier perica of crought anc flattened cut the river channel. The result was
that large areas of sand acjacent tc the river remained wet throughcut the
ckservation perioc. ihe 1994 tfloocs were mild and did not Camage ceveloping wet
riparian vegetation on these flats. Spring rains alsc allcwea for develcpment
ot this vegetation.
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Takles 1 througn § present bird opservations in each of the specific study
areas for 1994. ULifferent species breed at different times of the year. In
general, specles are most easlly cbservea wnen they are actively defending
territories ty scng during the establishement of breeding pairs. Once pairs are
estakblishea and nesting begins song often cecreases and thie numbers of tirds
observea, therefcre, &alsc cecreases. After young leave the nest, numbers
observec increase. Thus, for most resident species, numbers of aault kiras are
nost accurately censused in Aprii, when territorial activity 1is at a maximum.
+ few species such as Anna's hummingbira that nest early in the season may be
uncerestimated. Numbers observed may decrease slightly in May and early June
when bircs are less active during nesting, and increase in late June and July
when young kirds leave the nest. '

Several species that are not considered riparian species but are common in
aajacent coastal sage ana chaparral habiats come into the riparian zone in late
sunmer when cother vegetaional areas are dry. The increase in numbers of lazuli
bunting, lark sgarrow, house finch, phainopepla ana mourning cove in late June
tollew this trend.

Following are sgecific comments on the habitat anc bird observations in each
ared,

Area 1. Santa Clara River; Old Highway to the mouth of Castaic Creek and Castiac
Creek fram this confluence to State Route 126.

Length of section, 3.5 miles. The Santa Clara kiver flows ccntinuously in
this section and is augmented by the Valencia waste water outfall near the
upstream enc of this section. Although this secticn was aftfected Ly an oil spill
dguring the winter of 19%3-4, no effects of this spill were observacle at the time
of the census, [Near Castaic Junction, large flats of wet riparian vegetation
were heavily usea bLy red-winged blackbirds, song sparrows and CORmTOn
yellowthroats, all of which were more common than in previous years when these
flats cid not exist. Virginia rails were also seen regularly in this area and
procaply nested. In addition, a pond at Castaic Junction, a remnant of an ola
water cress tield, was home to a colony of up to 200 pairs cf tricolored
redwlngs, a Species not seen in any numbers in previous years.

Area 2. Santa Clara River; 0ld Higiwmay to McBean Parkway.

Length of section, l.4 miles. 7The Santa Clara kiver flows continucusly in
this section. The channel is btraidea and wet riparian vegetation is well
developed along this section of the river. Although this section was affectea
by an oil sgpill during the winter ot 1993-4, no effects of this sgpill were
cbservable at the time of the census. kepairs to the I-5 and Old Highway bridges
were in progress curing the census period and probably decreased the number of
swallows observea as they nest uncer these bridges., A slight increase in song
sparrows and a large increase in red-winged Llackbiras attests to the improved
guality of the wet riparian habitat. This area was heavily impacted by off roac
vehicles auring the stucy period. Liowever, venicles remainea tor the most gart
in the unvegetated section of the river channel. A comparison of nuiicers of scng
sparrows per mile nesting in this section (l4.3) compared to Area 1, where
velhilcle disturkance was very minimal (17.1} shows little or no impact. &4 single
least Bell's vireo was observeqd, and in discusseG under Sgecies of Special
Concern.



Area 3. Santa Clara River; McBean Parkway to Boquet Canyon Road.

Length of section, 1.2 miles. Water, suppliea by the Saugus wastewater
outfall at the Boguet Canyon Bridge, is continuous in this section of the Santa
Clara Fkiver. Riparian vegetation was consicderably improved over 1993 as
indicatea by increase in song Sparrows.

Area 4. Santa Clara River; Boquet Canyon Road upstream to DWP
transmission lines.

Length of secticn, 2.3 miles. This section of the Santa Clara kiver is past
years has teen wet conly kriefly during spring rains. In 1994 a water release
from the CwP agueduct 2,0 miles upstream from Boquet Canyon Koad kept this
section wet throughout the winter and spring ana resulted in the Gevelopment of
wet riparian habitat. Numbers of birds increased accordingly. Song sparrows and
red-winge¢ blackbirds increased dramatically along this section over previous
years and a mallard cuck nested successfully.

Area 5., Castaic Creek; Route 125 to 01d Road next to Interstate 5.

Length of section, 1.8 miles. Prior to 1993 drought had killed much of the
young willows along this section, The floods of 1993 removed the dead wood, but
left many barren gravel bars. In 1594 these areas were well vegetated, the
vegetation supported by flowing water cue to upstream releases auring the spring.
The result was development of much wet riparian ¢growth. WNumbers of song sparrows
and red-wingea blackbirds increased over previous years and a small colony of
tricolored reawings aiso appearea. A single least EBell's vireo was observed, anc
is discussea under Species of Special Concern.,

Area 6. San Francisquito Creek; Santa Clara River upstream 2.5 miles.

Length of section, 2.5 miles. 7This section was wet in Agpril ana May but cry
curing June ana July. Lue to cetter development of wet riparian vegetation, song
Sparrow ana red-wingea blackbird numbers were up from rrevious vyears.
(bservations of least Bell's vireo ana Wwillow flycatcher are discussed unaer
Species of Special Concern.

Area 7. South Fork of the Santa Clara River; McBean Parkway to Magic Mountain
Parkway (Route 126).

Length of section, 1,0 miles. The channel along this section of the South
Fork is narrow and very sandy. Almost all vegetation alcng the bottom of the
channel was removed by spring flooas. Scme stanaing water was present near the
licRean bricdge. A great hornea owl nested under the rte 126 kridge. 7This bridge
was renmoved in May for replacement atter the owls had fledged.

Area 8. South Fork of the Santa Clara River, Route 126 upstream to
KRewhall Creek.

Length of section, 1.4 miles. This section of the river was cGry except for
camg areas formed oy runoff from culverts along the west sice of the creek.
Cattails cevelcpec in these wet areas supportea fewer song sparrows tnan in
previous years anc no redwing blackbirds, perhaps & sign of human disturkance
near the wet areas.



General Caments on Habitat Quality

q“acle 9 presents census data from tne past 5 years on selected sgecies.
5Scng sparrcows are dependent ugen the narrow bana of wet riparian vegetation found
along rermanent streans. The decrease in numbers from 1990 to 1991 is a
rerlection of the severe drougnt experience in southern California quring this
gerioa. Although 1592 was a comparatively wet year, the removal of nost wet
rifarian vegetation by spring floods further reauced the numiers of this species,
especially in area 1. In 1993, spring tlooding further removed wet riparian
vegetation ana there was little regrowth prior to the nesting season. Low
runibers of song sparrows are an indication of this destruction of wet riparian
habitat.

As shown in table 9, during 1994 wet riparian vegetation improved
dramatically along Castaic Creek (area 5) anc San Francisguito Creek (area 6).
numpers of 8Scng sparrows in areas Z ana 3, the Santa Clara Eiver between I-S ana
goguet Canyon Road, continue to be cepressea from high numbers in 1990. This may
te cue to orf roaa venicle camage or simply to slow recovery flowing the 1593
rloccs.

numbers of yellow wartlers, another species aependent upon wet riparian
vegetation, were up slightly in 1994. Bewick's wren is a common inhabitant of
the ¢rier sections of the riparian zone that were not so heavily imgacted by
spring flooding. Numbers of this species show an increase in 1992 and 1993, wet
years, over tne numbers in arier 1Y91. This is presumably due to increases in
insect food. The slight decrease in 1994, especially along the Santa Clara kiver
Letween 1-5 ana the confluence with C(astaic Creek, may ke due to observer
concentration on wetter rortions of the river.

Coaments on Sensitive Species

Cooper *s Hawk

Cooper's Hawk 1s considered a Species of Special Concern by the State of
Califeornia. 1Twe pairs of Coopers hawks were observec in 1994, the same number
as observed in 1992 anc 19%3. This species is a resident that nests and hunts
in rigarian woodland hakitat.

khite-tailed Kite

5his species, formerly the Elack-shouldered Kite, is considered "Special”
Ly tine State of Calitornia. A pair of kites nestea in the dry wooaland on the
north siue of the Santa Clara kiver near the confluence with Castaic Creek.

willow Flycatcher

ihis species 1is consiadered a Category 1 Candidate for listing under the
reaeral Encangered Species Act. Willow flycatchers were once widespread in wet
riparian wooaland in southern California but now only a few inaiviauals exist.
The mein California kreeding populations ot this species are along the kKern kiver



Figure 2. Locations of Least Bell's Vireo and Willow Flycatcher sightings, 1994.
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Figure 3. Location of Least Bell's Vireo and Tricolored Redwing Sightings, 1994.
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and in northern California. Indivicuals of this species were observed in late
kay anc early June at locations shown on figures Z ana 3. tHiowever, none of these
cirds could be relocatedG on subsequent visits., It seems likely that the
individuals ccserved were migrants resting curing migration to localities further
north.

California Borned lLark

This species is a candidate for listing uncer the Fegeral Encangered Species
Act. Hornea larks were observed near Castaic Junction in plowed fields aajacent
to the santa Clara River.

Least Bell's Vireo

Three least Bell's virecs were observed in 1994 at locations indicated in
tigures 2 and 3. Only the bird on San Francisquito Creek was singing. The other
two cid not sing spontaneously but cnly in response to a tape. Despite revisits
to each of the three locations on two separate occasions, none of the three
vireos could be relocated. All cbservations occurred late in the year and may
ke of juveniles wandering from their nesting area atter tledging. When otserved,
the biras seemed to nove along the stream channels rather than remain in a single
location. However, btoth the Castaic Creek anda Santa Clara Ekiver Charinel
localities are in suitable breeding habitat for vireos and should Le checked for
vireo occurrence in future years.

Yellow wWarbler

The yellow warbler is consicered a Species of Special Concern Ly the State
of California. Yellow warblers prefer wet riparian habitat but are alsc found
in large cottonwoods in drier riparian areas. £inging yellow warblers were
observed alcong nearly every section of the Santa Clara kiver and Castaic Creek.
A few of the birds observed were probably migrants anc this species is known to
sing its territorial song dauring migration. lwmcers in 1594 were atout the same
as those observec in previous years,

Yellow-breasted Chat

ihe yellow-treasted chat is considered a Species of Special Concern by the
State of California. Chats were observed sparingly along the wet sections of the
santa Clara KRiver., Numbers were up from the previous year.

Tricolored Blackbird

The tricolored blackbird is & Category 2 Candicdate for listing under the
Fecderal Endangerea Species Act. A colony ot about 200 breeding pairs of this
species occupied a small marsh area along the side of the Santa Clara River at
Castaic Junction and another smaller group of about 20 pair nestea in a pond
beside Castaic Creek (figure 3). Neither of these colonies existed in previous
years. Eoth occur in small pockets of cattail contained in enclosed areas. The
Focket on Castaic Creek appears to be an old barrow pit left cver tfrom work on
flood contrel dikes. The area along the Santa Clara River was an active
watercress field until destroyea by the 1953 floods. kains during 1994 resulted
in standing water and lush growth of cattails in both locations.



fable 1. pira Cbservations along the Santa Clara River System, 1994: Santa
Clara River from Cld Lignway along 1-5 to the moutn of Castaic Creek ana
Castaic Creek from this confluence tc State Koute 1zZ6.

Species cate: 4-12  5-3 5-13 5-31 6-15 6-28  status
Great Elue Heron - - - - - - WM
Great Egret i z - 1 - - Vi,
Snowy Egret 1 - - - - - W,
Green heron - - 6 - 2 3 K
Bl. cr. Night Beron - - 4 1 Z - Ry
Canaca Goose 2 2 - - - - |
Mallard 4 Z 2 Z 2 - R
Cinnamon Teal 3 - - - - - t
Turkey vulture - - 1 - - - ¢}
white-tailec¢ Kite - 1 2 - - - k
Red—-shouldered Hawk 1 - - 1 z 5 R
Red-tailed Hawk - 1 1 2 1 3 R
Aerican Kestrel - 2 ~ 2 - K
California Cuail 12 34 z3 12 16 20 K
merican Coot 2 - - - - - #
Sora kail - - 1 - 1 - ti
virginia hail - 1 2 - 1 E?
Killaeer 14 16 14 4 13 10 k
Spotted Sanapiper - 1 4 & & 5
Solitary Sandpiper 1 - - - - - M
Least Sandpiper 5 - - - - - M
Conmon Snipe 1 - - - - - H
Domestic Pigeon 3 12 26 21 9 R
Mourning Love 4 4 20 17 15 8 k
Barn Cwl - - - - 2 - k
treater kKoaarunner - 1 1 - - - K
white-throated Swift - - 6 1 - - N
Vaux's Swift - - 30 - - - L
Elack-che. Hummingbira - - 1 - - 2 S
Anna's Hummingbirdé 1 4 ) 5 4 3 E
Costa's Hummingbira - - - - - 1 5
tuttall's Woodpecker 2 9 7 13 6 8§ R
Lowny loodpecker 3 2 3 1 4 8 K
Lairy Woodpecker 1 1 - 4 4 - E
rorthern Flicker 2 - - i - 3 K
kestern Voou Fewee - - 1 - - - s
Fac. Slcpe Flycatcher 1 - - - - - oA
Black Phoebe 1 4 2 4 5 o K
Ash-thr. Flycatcher 4 14 g 8 14 13 5
Western Kingklrc 1 4 2 2 4 3 s
tornea Lark - 2 2 2 z - I
Violet-green Swallow - - 1 - 4 - £
ive hough-w. Swallow b 1] 24 69 51 36 g
Barn Swallow 1 2z Z - - 4 o
Cliff &wallow - 11 4 4 56 21 s



1able 1 (cont.). Bird Ciservations along the Santa Clara Kiver System, 19%4:
Santa Clara kiver from Cld Highway along I-5 to the rmouth o0f Castaic
Creek and Castaic (reek from this confluence to State koute 126.

Specles date: 4-1Z2 5-3 5-13 5-31 6-15 &—25 status
scrub Jay & 1z 1a 22 1z & Iy
American Crow 3 10 15 13 11 18 B
Common kaven S 4 [ ) 16 11 £
Flain Titmouse 2 16 12 9 15 18 IN
busntit & 11 22 7 25 17 K
pewick's kren b 27 35 14 41 17 Kk
liouse wren 6 13 3} © 5 1 Kk
western Bluebird 5 2 - - - kK
Swalnson's Thrush - 1 - - 1 - Sk
American kokin - - - - - Z K
wrentit 4 - - 1 - - R
N. dockingbird - - - - 2 - kK
Calif. Thrasher 1 4 Z 5 4 1 K
Cecar Waxwing - 25 25 - - - Yoo li
Enainoperla - 1 1 4 9 Y K
European Starling 10 26 51 1z 12 37 K
Solitary Vireo - 1 - - - - o
Warbling Vireo - Z - - - - M
Orange-cr. Vv.arkler 1 1 - - - - #
Yellow Warbler 2 15 4 3 3 4 s
Yellow- r. Warbler 20 1 - - - - Vi M
Common Yellowthroat 12 20 i1 12 24 28 K
vilson's warbler - 11 7 - - - i
Yellow=br. Chat 1 - ~ 1 z 5 S
Western 7Tanager - 16 3 - - - I8
Black-neacea Groskeak & 15 17 11 4 2€ 3
Elue Grosbeak - 2 ~ - 1 Z Z
Lazuli Bunting - 14 9 4 6 g
rufous-sidec Towhee o 5 12 12 S 7 k
California Towhee 2 6 9 6 4 1 R
savannah Sparrow 4 - - - - Yol
Lark Sparrow - - - - - i1 k
song Sparrow 41 67 55 54 101 56 K
White—-cr. Sparrow 17 - - - - - W
Red-winged Blackbira 67 152 150 66 65 20 S
‘iricolorec kedwling - - 300 400 150 2 S
Western readowlark - Z - - - - K
Brewer's Blackbirc - - - 10 - - R
frownr-headed Cowbira 8 38 27 z5 24 36 5
Hooced Criole - - - - 1 - )
northern Criole - 4 € 3 2 1G o
house Finch 2 17 & 2 20 21 K



Table 1 (cont.). bira Ckservations along the santa Clara ftdver System, 1994:
Santa Clara River trom Cld highway along I-5 to the moutnh ot Castaic
Creek ana Castaic Creek from this contluence to State Foute 1Z6.

Species cdate: 4-12 5-3 5-13 5-31 6-15 6~-28 status
Lesser CGoldfinch 8 2 z5 Z 6 - kK
Lawrence's Goldfinch 2 - - - - - E
American Goldfinch 6 6 - - - - W, M
Total Species: 53 57 55 48 54 48

Total Individuals: 370 700 1037 872 827 589

1lotal Species on all visits: $0

h2otal Probable Ereeding species: 55

Status: il - Migrant; K - KesicGent; & - Summer Cnly; % - Winter Cnly

Censuses of 4-12, 5-13 and 6-15 on north side of river,
Censuses of 5-3, 5-31 and 6-Z8 on south side of river.



1able z. Eira Cbservations along the Santa Clara River System, 1994: Santa
Clara River from McBean Parkway to Cla highway along I-5.

&, ecles cate:

4~12

5~3

5=~13

>=31

=15

6—28

ctatus

4 pl. cr. hight Heron
7 hallarc

5 White—tailed Kite

7 Cooper's Lawk

! Re@~shoulderec Hawk
- ked~talleq hawk

»California Quail
killceer
Spotted Sandp:iper
Domestic Pigeon
mourning fove

& Creater hoadarunner

Black~-ch. Hummingbird
Anna's hunmingbira
Nuttall's Woodpecker
Lowny hoodpecker

;o Halry hoodpecker

northern Flicker

Fac. Slope Flycatcher
Black Phceke

Ash~thr, Flycatcher

¥, western kingbira

N. kough-w, Swallow
Cliff Swallow

Scrug Jday

arerican Crow

7 ¢ common Kaven

Blain Titmouse
Bushtit
Bewick'e kren
mouse wren

34.hestern Bluebira

Swainson's Thrush
American Robin
wrentit

Mo tiOCKingolird

arCalif, 'lhrasher

thainorepla
furopean Starling
Bell's Vireo
warpling vireo

c46Cmange-cr. tarkler

5i

Yellow warbler
Yellow— r. harktler

Dlack-th. grey warbler

Common Yellowthroat
wilson's w.arbler
Yellow=-Ctr. Chat
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Tacle Z (cont.). Eird Cbservations along the Santa Clara River System, 1994:
Santa Clara kiver from #icBean Parkway to Ola Highway along I-5.

Species gate: 4-12 5~3 5-13 5-31 6-15 6-28 Status
hestern Tanager - 5 - - - - M
Black-heacdea Grosbeak 4 10 7 5 4 8 2]
Blue Grospbeak - - P - - 1 S
Lazuli Bunting - - - - - 1 S
Rufous-sided Towhee 4 4 4 5 3 4 K
Califcornia Towhee - 2 1 4 2 - R
Song Srarrcw 4 20 21 17 18 42 R
Red-winged Blackbird 5 4 20 3 10 - S
Brown—headed Cowbird 4 13 7 6 3 19 S
Northern Criole - 1 - - - 2 s
House Finch - 2 - 4 12 18 E
Lesser Coldfinch 1 7 - 5 7 K
Lawrence's Goldfinch - - - 1 - - Kk
American Goldfinch 18 - - - - - WeM
Total Species: 31 36 35 34 31 33

Total Individuals: 210 172 165 121 137 225

Total Species on all visits: 62
Total Probable Breeding Species: 44

Status: M - Migrant; R - Resident; S - Summer Cnly; W - Winter Cnly




Tacle 3. Eira Cbservations along the Santa Clara River System, 1994: Santa Clara
River from Boguet Canyon hd. to iicBean Farkway.

Lpecies cate: 4=12 u-4 Status

Cooper's Hawk R
Rea-tzilea Hawk
California Cuail
Killdeer

Lomestic Figeon
Mourning LCove

Rutous Hummingbird
Black-ch. Hummingbird
Anna's Hummingbirg
Nuttall's Woodpecker
Cowny woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Willcw Flycatcher
&lack Phoebe

Ash-thr., Flycatcher
Western Kingbira

N. Rough-w. Swallow
Cliff Swallow

Scrub Jay

american Crow

Common Raven

Plain Titmouse

Bushtit

Bewick's wren

House kren

vestern Bluebird
Calif. Thrasher
Fhainopepla

European Starling
(range~cr. harbler
Yellow warbler

Yellow~ r. Warbler
Black-th. grey Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Wilscn's warbler
Yellow~br. Chat
Black-heacea Grosbeak
Elue Grosbeak

Lazuli Bunting
Rufous~sidea Tcwhee
California 7Towhee

Song Sparrow 15
white-cr. Sparrow 15
Fea-wingeu Blackbira 5
grown—-heaced Cowbira 14
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Table 3. (cont.) Bird Cbservaticns along the Santa Clara River System, 1994:
Santa Clara River from bBoguet Canyon Fd. tC McEean Parkway.

sgecies gate: 4-12 6—4 Status
Northern Criocle 6 - [
riouse fkinch 6 17 B
Lesser Golafinch 3 g EN
aotal Sgecies: 4] 36

Tetal Individuals: 247 201

‘Total Srecies on all visits: 48
‘fotal Probable Breeaing piras: 41

Status: M - Migrant; Kk - kesident; S — Summer Cnly; W - winter Cnly



laktle 4, Eira Ckbservations along the Santa Clara kiver System, 1994: Santa Clara
River from Fower Line 2.5 miles upstream from Bogquet Canyon Fa. to
Bocquet Cenyon kwad Crossing.

cecies aate: 4~28 o—4 Status

rallarc 2
keu-tailea Hawk 1
American Kestrel - 3
California Quail 37 12
Killceer 18 14
lourning LCove 15
Greater hoaarunher -
Anna's Bummingbird
Nuttall's woodpecker
l.orthern Flicker
elack Phoesbe

Ash-tnr. Flycatcher
i.estern Kingbird

N. hough-w. Swallow
Cliff swallow

Scruc Jay

Common Kaven

Bushtit

Bewick's Wren

western Eluebirc
Wwrentit

Ne Mockingbird

Calit, Thrasher
Fhainoperla

Eurcgean Starling
yellow- r. larbler
wllson's harbler

t. lack-neadea Grosbeak
nufous-siced Towhee
Califcrnia Townee
SCNG SEErrow
Rea~winged Blackkird .
Brever's Blackbira
Brown-heacec Cowbird
iorthern Criole

hiouse Finch

Lesser Goléfinch
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notal Species: 30
wotal Ingivicuals: 277 272

(9
[ 9%

“otai Species con all visits: 37
rotal Possible Breeaing bpecies: 32

ftatus: f1 — kigrant; R — kesicdent; & - Summer Cnly; W — hinter Cnly

{) = Young Birdas




jable 5, Bird Cbservations along the Santa Clara kiver System, 1993: Castaic
Creek from Old Road west tc Kte. lZo.

Species cate: 4-21 6~t Status

Green Heron

Bl. cr. isight Heron
allaru
wWwhite-talled Kite
Cooper's Hawk
red-tailea Hawk
California (uail 3
American Coot

Killaeer

Domestic Figeon

Mourning Cove

Black-ch. Hummingkird
Anna's Hummingbird 1
Costa's Hummingbird
Kuttall's hoodpecker

Lowny Wwoodpecker

Halry woodpecker

trthern rlicker

Black Phoebe

Ash-thr. Flycatcher

western Kingbird
Violet—green Swallow

N. Rough-w. Swallow 5
Barn Swallow -
Cliff Swallow 30 68
Scrub Jay 14 17
American Crow 14 13
Connmon haven 7 17
Flain ‘iitmouse - 12
pushtit 11 46
bewick's wren z3 18
house kren

Lrentit

Calif. Thrasner

Eurcpean Starling 1
Bell's Vireo
Crange—-cr. warvler
vellow Warbler
Yellow- r. Warbler
Conmon Yellowthroat
kilson's harbler
Yellow-or. Chat
Elack-heacied Grosteak
Blue Grosbeak

L~zuli Bunting
Fufous-sided Towhee
California Townee
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Takble 5 (cont.)., Eira Cbservations along the Santa Clara kiver System, 1593:
Castaic Creek from Cld Eoad west to kte, 126,

Species gate: 4-z1 6—8 Status
cong Sparrow 44 18 kK
Reo-wingeu Blackbira 4y 25 S
[ricolorea Reawing - 30 S
firown-headed Cowbirc 19 23 S
Northern Criole 4 z s
mouse Finch 14 12 K
Lesser Goldfinch 8 4 R
iotal Species: 38 45

Total Indivicuals: + 437 480

Tctal Species on all visits: 54
Total Possible Breeding Species: 46

Status: M - Migrant; k - kesident; S - Summer Cnly; W - winter Cnly

(}» = Young Eirds




jable 6. iira (bservaticns along the Santa Clara River System, 1994: San
rrancisquito Creek for 2 hiles above main Channel.

Specles cate: §4-28 6=6 Status

white~tailed Kite
Coorer's hawk
Red-tailed hawk
Anmerican Restrel
California CQuail
KillGeer

Comestic Figeon
Mourning Eove

Greater Roadrunner
Elack~ch. Hummingbird
Anna's Hummingbird
Costa's Hummingbirad
Nuttall's woodpecker
Downy wooapecker
ierthern Flicker
western Viood Pewee
Pac. Slope Flycatcher
willow Flycatcher
Ash-thr. Flycatchetr
western Kingbird

L. Rough-—w. Swallow
Cliff swallow - 29
Scrub Jay 13 23
American Crow 10 2
Common Raven S} 11
Flain Titmouse 2 1
cushtit 10 16
Bewick's hren 20 15
tiouse Wwren 10
western Bluebird -
iNe Mockingbira

Calit, Thrasher
Ehainopepla

Buropean Starling
Bell's vireo
Crange-cr. Warkler
Yellow warbler

Commmon Yellowthroat
wilson's warbler
Black-headed Grosbeak
Rufous-sided Towhee
C=lifornia Towhee
Song Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow
Wihite-cr. Sparrow
Fed-winged Blackbird
Western meacowlark
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iable 6 (ocont.). Bira Ckbservations aiong the Santa Clara Kiver System, 1994: San
Francisquito Creek for 2 hiles above Main Channel.

Species cate: 4-28 =6 Status
Brown—-neaded Cowbird 12 18 s
Northern Criole 11 1G s
Jruse Finch 22 42 <]
Lesser Goldfinch - 4 K
Lawrence's Goldfinch - Z k
Total Species: 41 42

Total Indivicuals: 527 390

Total Species on all visits: 52
Total Pessible Breeaing Species: 42

Status: M - digrant; R — kesident; 5 -~ Summer COnly; W — Winter Cnly

() = Young Biras



Table 7. Bira Cbservations along the Santa Clara River System, 1994: South Fork
from kte. 1z6 to kcBean Parkway.

Species gate: 4-21 -6 Status

Eed-tailed kawk
American Kestrel
California Cuail
Killdeer

tlourning Love
{reat Horned Cwl
Anna's Hummingibird
Nuttall's Woodpecker
Nerthern Flicker
Elack Fhoebe
Ash~-thr, Flycatcher
Kough-winged Swallow
Scrub Jay

2rerican Crow
Conmon Raven
gushtit

Bewick's Wren

N. Mockingbird
Calif. Thrasher
wilson's warbler
California Towhee
House Finch
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Total Species: 17 16
Total Individuals: 48 38

Total Species on all visits: 22
Total Fossible Breeding species: Z1

Sratus: M - Migrant; R - Resident; S - Summer Cnly; % — Winter Cnly



Taple . Birc Cobservations along the Santa Clara River System, 1994: Scuth Fork
trom Newhall Crgk to KRte. 126,

Species dates 4/21 6=6 Status

Red-tailed Hawk
California guail
Rilldeer

Mourning Dove
Anna's Hummingbird
N. Rough-w. Swallow
Scrub Jay

Common Raven
Bushtit

Bewick's hkren
American Robin

N. Mockingbird
Fhainopepla
European Starling
Yellow~rumped warbler
lillson's Wwarbler
California Towhee
Song Sparrow
Brown-headed Cowbird
Northern Criole
House Finch

Lesser Goldfinch
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Total Species: 20 14
Tfotal Indivicuals: 52 44

Total Species on all visits: 22
Total Possible Breeaing Species: 18

Status: i - Migrant; Lk - Resident; S - Summer Cnly; W - whinter Cnly

() = Young Birds



1able 5. Conparison of Fopulations of Selected Sgeclies, 1990 — 1534,

Census Areas

Species Year 1 2 3 4 5 5 7 8 Total
Song Sparrow 1594 b7 20 15 7 44 40 G 5 198
1993 63 15 ) 2 18 11 G 13 128
1992 63 38 28 Z 5 14 7 10 167
1991 1iz2 30 3% 0 9 7 12 24 233
1880 117 g2 36 0 11 16 15 30 307
Yellcw Warbler 1994 3 2z 2 0 2 1 0 C 10
1993 5 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 8
1992 S 5 3 1 0 3 0 0 21
1991 23 8 2 2 17 4 U 4 60
1990 16 20 2 1 10 U 3 1 53
Bewick's wWren 1994 2 18 6 21 23 20 4 z 122
1983 51 11 4 26 7 9 16 1 139
1992 35 29 3 10 6 11 & - 102
1991 46 5 & & 3 13 5 3 91
1990 77 15 14 27 48 17 7 10 215





